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given no exact information, as the Czech newspapers were
subjected to pressure by the Government and were not
permitted to give true reports of the conflict between
Czechs and Slovaks, but we were able to dicover what
what was going on from the German newspapers which
were allowed to circulate.

The Government wanted in no circumstance to cause
uneasiness among the people, and for this reason had
forbidden the newspapers to print disturbing news. If
the Czech population had been allowed to have a clear
view of what was happening, things might have turned
out differently.

March 15 had been announced as the day of great
events, and we had all awaited it anxiously. Two days
before, I was in the Press Department of the Foreign
Office with Dr Frantisek Kubka and we exchanged views.
I took up an optimistic attitude, but Kubka was very
despondent. On the so-called Heroes* Memorial Day
(March iith), had occurred the Slovak conflict and a
German had informed a Social Democrat that this was a
trap set by Berlin for the Czechs; that the German army
was waiting at the frontier to enter the country, and
that it was expected in Germany that in the next few days
Slovakia would be declared independent and German
control established over Bohemia and Moravia. At the
very rime that Hacha arrived in Berlin to save what he
could, the German army was already marching into
Moravska-Ostrava. On March i5th Hitler was already in
the Hradshin, for his preparations had been made earlier*
It had also not been forgotten to delay Emil Hacha in